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Louisiana Conference 

Baton Rouge District 

United Methodist Women 

Greetings from The President … 

To the members of the UMW of the Ba-
ton Rouge District, please allow me to 
greet you as Paul greeted the Romans 
in his epistle to them.  I, Julia S. Carnes, 
as your sister in Christ and UMW Presi-
dent of the Baton Rouge District, say to 
you who are  beloved by God and called 
to be saints:  “Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  I pray that you and your fami-
lies are doing well and that those of you affected by the Great 
Flood of 2016 have recovered or are near the goal of recovery. 

I have accepted the charge to serve as your President starting this 
year, 2017.  I am committed to serving you to the best of my abili-
ties.  Please know that I can only execute this task with God’s help 
and your assistance and prayers.  I come to you “Just as I am, but 
with the expectation that I will do many blessed things in God’s 
name.”   

All praise and glory to God for the work he has called me to do.  To 
that end, I am Christ’s faithful servant.  I ask God to lead and guide 
me in all that I do to keep the charge that I have accepted.  

Your sister in Christ, 

Julia S. Carnes 

August 2017 
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THE UMW 

PURPOSE 

United Methodist 

Women shall be a com-

munity of women 

whose purpose is to 

know God and to expe-

rience freedom as 

whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to devel-

op a creative, support-

ive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of 

mission through partic-

ipation in the global 

ministries of the 

church.  

Mission initiatives and 

priorities of United 

Methodist Women: 

• To be a communi-

ty of women 

• To know God 

• To develop a crea-

tive and sup-

portive fellowship 

• To expand  

       concepts of     

       mission 

 

 

Baton Rouge, First UMW and Baton Rouge, 
Wesley pair up for study ... 
Baton Rouge, First UMW and Baton Rouge, Wesley UMW  teamed up to do a joint 
spring book study titled, “Small Things With Great Love:  Adventures  In Loving Your 
Neighbor.”  The study was May 20, 2017  at Baton Rouge, First UMC.   

Not only did these two churches have a book study, but they also decided to do a 
social action.  Glen Oaks High School flooded last year.  Erin Anding, a member of 
Baton Rouge, First UMW is the librarian at the school.  The units decided to help Erin 
restock the shelves after the new books arrived at the school.  Currently, the units are 
waiting on the shelving to be installed and then they will bring in an army of UMW 
women to get the library ready for its’ students. 

Beverly Hammond Honored by WAFB Channel 
9’s  Hand It On        
 On June 27th of this year, one of  our own, Beverly Hammond, was honored 
by Johnny Ahysen  of WAFB Channel 9’s Hand  It On.  After contributing to foreign 
mission for years, Beverly saw the need to  contribute to our local community.  That’s 
when she  decided to  create “Women Making A Difference.”  This group has been 
making a huge contribution to  the Baton Rouge Community.  They have taken plastic 
grocery bags  and re-purposed  them into mats for the homeless, made fiddle quilts 
for Alzheimer’s patients, made cuddly cats for children who are taken to Parker House 
before being placed in the foster care system 
and colored beautiful cards for the shut-in.   
The fiddle quilts are special blankets with but-
tons, zippers and other attachments sewn into 
them.  Alzheimer’s  patients often like to sit 
and fidget.  The fiddle quits are calming and 
allows them to sit and fiddle.    

 Over the years, Beverly has always 
demonstrated a willingness to serve others.  
When she’s asked to do something, she just 
says, ”When and where do you want me?”  
That is why JoAnne Cowgill decided it was 
time that Beverly should be recognized for her 
inspiration and hard work.  JoAnne contacted  
Johnny Ahysen and  nominated Beverly to 
WAFB  Channel 9’s Hand It On.  She was pre-
sented $300 at Broadmoor UMC’s monthly 
UMW’s fourth Tuesday circle meeting.  She 
was so surprised!    Being the person that she 
is, she said, “I just happened to be the one that 
was present at the time  and it’s truly been a 
pleasure.  Thank you so much!”   

 Beverly  not only founded “Women 
Making A Difference,” but is also the President 
of the Broadmoor UMW.  Without a doubt, 
she is making a tremendous difference in both 
groups.  Hats off to Beverly!! 
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When Ginger McInnis and the Gonzales, First UMW were 
contacted and asked to do the newcomer bags for  this year’s 
Conference Mission u, there wasn’t the slightest bit of hesita-
tion.   

What a wonderful job The Threads of Comfort group did on 
designing and making twenty bags for the first-timers at 
Mission u.  They were such a hit that many asked who made 
them and how could they acquire one.    The bags were gor-

geous and made with so much patience and a huge amount 
of love for United Methodist Women. 

Words cannot  express the gratitude that the Conference 
UMW feels for The Threads of Comfort’s generosity and for 
doing such an outstanding job.  May God bless them and 
forever keep them  in His Care!! 

Gonzales, First Does Fantastic Newcomer Bags 
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Gonzales, First UMW continued ... 
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Conference Annual 
Meeting 

 Caption describing picture or graphic 

  

  

Gonzales, First UMW continued ... 

Need a Conference 

Annual Meeting reg-

istration form?  Con-

tact  Brenda at 

BreNe3@aol.com or 

call 225/654-3739 or 

225/588-4235. 
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St. Mark UMW celebrated its’ UMW Sunday on 
January 20, 2017.  Mrs. Sharron Hills, first lady of 
the church, was the speaker.  The theme was 
“Sowing Seeds of Love.” It was a very beautiful, 
inspirational and a well attended service.   

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured:  From left to right, Mrs. Julia S. 
Carnes, Mrs. Sharron Hills and Mrs. Lorita 
Frank. 

St. Mark Celebrates UMW Sunday 

Pictured from left to right:  Rev. Derrick Hills, Mrs. 

Sharron Hills, Mrs. Julia S. Carnes  and  Ms. Miltonia 

Butler. 

Mrs. Sharron Hills 
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In Our World 

In the midst of eve-
rything that is hap-
pening in our world, 
we have to remem-
ber, God is still on 
the throne!! 

 

  

  

Mission U 

July 19-22, 2017 

Wesley Center, Woodworth, Louisiana 

     This year’s Mission u was very spiritual and enlightening.  

The theme was Mission u:  Learning Together For The Trans-

formation of the World.”  Margery Manuel served as Dean for 

this year and Lana Lathan, Assistant Dean.  There were four 

study groups:   

 Spiritual Growth Study:  Living As A Covenant Community 

 Study Leader:  Rev. John Vining        

 Geographical Issue:  Missionary Conferences of the United 

Methodist Church In The United States 

 Study Leaders:  Rev. Bernadine Johnson, Dr. Mollie       

 McGee, Mrs. Dolores Giles and Mrs. Debbie Hancock. 

 General Issue Study:  Climate Justice  — A Call To Hope  

And Action 

 Study Leader:  Ms. Tremaine Riley 

 Youth Study — In Mission Together:  A Youth Study of Mis-

sionary Conferences 

 Study Leaders:  Mrs. Sabrina Short and Rev. Karli 

 Pidgeon 
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Pictured from left to right:  Rev. Bernadine  Johnson, 
Mrs. Grace Oulton and Mrs. Sally Lofland. 

 

On August 19, 2017, our district held its’ annual 
Mini Mission u  at Broadmoor UMC.  Grace Oul-
ton, Sally Lofland, their committee and the la-
dies of  the Broadmoor UMW did a wonderful 
job with the planning and the mission studies.  
Rev. Bernadine Johnson taught Geographical 
Issue:  Missionary  Conferences of the United 
Methodist Church  In The United States.  Grace 
and Sally taught Spiritual Growth Study:  Living 
As A Covenant Community.  The lessons were 
very well taught  and quite informative.   

 

UMW members from fourteen different church-
es attended.  Thank you  ladies for doing such a 
great job!!! 

 

District Mini Mission u 

           Mrs. Julia  Carnes 

       Rev. Shannon Sandifer 
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St. Mark UMW Members 

Scenes from Mini Mission U . . . 
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     On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, Massachu-

setts, to organize for mission focused on the needs of women and children. They started the Woman’s Foreign Mis-

sionary Society, a predecessor organization of United Methodist Women. The women raised money to send Clara 

Swain, a doctor, and Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, to India as missionaries to serve the nation’s women and girls. 

Those visionary women left a legacy that has moved generations of women for almost 150 years to engage in mission 

focused on the needs of women and children. In the twenty-first century, women still need to organize for mission. 

Please make it happen with a gift to the Legacy Fund. 

     United Methodist Women is celebrating its 150th anniversary by strengthening and passing on its mission inher-

itance with the Legacy Fund. The forward-looking permanent endowment will provide a firm foundation for genera-

tions of United Methodist Women to come as they engage in mission with the women, children, and youth of their 

day. The Legacy Fund’s income will ensure a regular source of support for the core expenses of being in mission.  

     The Legacy Fund’s income will ensure a regular source of support for the core expenses of being in mission. It will 

undergird United Methodist Women grants, scholarships, mission personnel, membership nurture, and leadership 

development, as well as enable the organization to make much-needed technological updates to its data and com-

munications operating systems.  

     Every member of United Methodist Women is invited to contribute to the Legacy Fund. Any amount is welcome. 

Consider commemorating the year United Methodist Women foremothers first organized for mission with gifts in 

increments of 1869: $18.69, $186.90, $1,869, etc. Or you may want to honor United Methodist Women’s years of ser-

vice with gifts in increments of 150: $15, $150, $1,500, etc. Members are also invited to name the Legacy Fund in their 

will or as a beneficiary of an insurance policy or pension.  

Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in several ways:  

 Online: unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund  

 By Phone: 800-278-7771 (Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. [EST])  

 By Mobile Phone: Text LEGACY150 to 41444  

 By Mail: Make checks payable to United Methodist Women.  Mail to Treasurer’s Office,  475 Riverside Drive, New 

York, NY 10115 .  Write “The Legacy Fund” in memo section.  

If your local unit needs ideas on how to raise funds for Legacy 150, please contact Joyce Thibodeaux, Conference 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator (985/868-0100 ) or Brenda Thomas-Nero,  Conference Secretary, at 

(225/654-3739). 



11 

 11 

 
 

 

Communication Speaks …                   

Hola UMW Sisters, 

     It gives me great pleasure to have the 
opportunity to serve as your Communication 
Coordinator for the remaining portion of this 
year.  I hope that all of you have had a joyous 
and healthy 2017,  When I think of UMW, I 
think of the poem below: 

 
Light of Friendship 
by Jack D. Marturano 

I've seen the light 
And it's in you, 

In everything you are 
And in everything you do 

 
It's a perfect light 

That shines for all to see 
It radiates from you 

And has pierced the heart of me 
 

The light is from a friend. 
It's a light that keeps me warm. 
It lets me know how loved I am, 
And keeps me safe from harm 

 
To you my friend I am thankful, 

In each and every way. 
For you lift my spirits up. 

 

     Being a part of UMW has made such a difference in my life.    
I’ve made so many friends and formed such great and lasting 
friendships.  Thank you for being a permanent fixture in my 
world. 
 
Peace and love, 
 

Brenda 
 

If you would like an 
article or announce-
ment published in this 
newsletter, please 
contact: 
Brenda Thomas-Nero 
17742 Wisdom Avenue 
Baker,LA  70714 
Home:  225-654-3739 
Cell:  225-588-4235 
Fax:  225-654-6698 
Email:  
BreNe3@aol.com 
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