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May 2016 BATON ROUGE DISTRICT UMW NEWS 
The Official Newsletter of the Baton Rouge District United Methodist Women 

 

Our President’s Message . . . 

Dear Members, 

Leadership, what does that mean to you?  Leadership, what does that mean to God? 

God created the world and everything in it.  God doesn’t make mistakes, we just don’t 
understand why God does what he does but our faith walk dictates we accept what God has done, 

even if it makes us unhappy or mad. 

What does that have to do with leadership?  This is what I believe:  When God created the 
world, he put two people in it — Adam and Eve.  He gave them full dominion of everything 

animal and plant.  The Bible says, “God saw all that he had made and it was very good.”  It was 
two chapters later that God was punishing Adam, Eve and the serpent.  God made perfect; life  
and this world undid perfect.  God’s next leader was Noah and he is described as blameless and 

a righteous man.  Three chapters later Noah has gotten drunk and cursed his sons.  We all know 
the story of David, of Solomon and of Job.  God chose these men to be leaders — to represent 
Him. 

Let’s go to the New Testament and see who God chose and some of the decisions God made.  
God chose Peter, and some of Peter’s first words to Jesus were:  “Go away from me, Lord, I am 
a sinful man!”  Later Peter denied Jesus three times; just like Jesus told him he would.  Today, 

Peter is considered the founder of the Church.  God chose Saul of Tarsus, a very proud, brilliant 
and powerful Jew.  Fourteen of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament are attributed to 

Paul (After Jesus introduced himself to Saul.  Saul used his Greek name Paul). 

My point in these accounts is to illustrate that God did not pick perfect people to lead.  What 
God did say is in your weakness, I can show my strength. 

We all have leadership qualities and at times in our lives we are stronger than at other times.  
UMW needs leaders.  There are no perfect people.  There are women who try really hard.  The 
guidelines for UMW leadership are the Laws of Moses, the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 

5:22) and the Prophecy of the Holy Bible (Revelation 22:19).  The purpose of guidelines is like 
an instruction manual for you to know what works and what doesn’t.  And every instruction 
manual has warnings, like even if you think this short cut or little white lie might work; don’t go 

there. 

I would like all of you to consider a role in leadership, experience God’s strength in you, let 
your God-given skills shine.  “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful; I know that full well.  (Psalm 139:13). 

It is time to step up to the plate.  It is your turn at bat; the bases are filled and this is the 

bottom of the ninth.  God wants to use you to win; to bring our players home.   

Please let me hear from you. 

Vallan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vallan Corbett, President 
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Broadmoor UMW Hosts Annual Tea 

For a number of years the Broadmoor UMW has hosted one event to make money for 

the missions that they support. 

On April 16th of this year, a tea was held.  The theme was “Fill My Cup, Lord.”  
Many, many hours go into the planning and execution of this wonderful experience.  

Twenty-eight tables were set up and individually decorated by a member of the 
UMW.  The displays were gorgeous.  On the beautiful Saturday morning of April 16th, 
under the leadership of their Chairperson, Grace Oulton, 280 ladies were served.  

Some of the ladies brought their entire family; while others brought their daughters 
and granddaughters.  The Baton Rouge District UMW President, Vallan Corbett, 
served as the Mistress of Ceremonies for the tea.  Rev. Lucinda Warren begin the tea 

with a song and prayer.  Sconces and lemon curd, three kinds of finger sandwiches, 
mini-quiches, and various delicious desserts were served.  Most of the items served 
were prepared by UMW members.  The tea was served in one of a kind tea pots at 

each table. 

There was a marketplace with booths selling jewelry and baked goods made by the 
Broadmoor UMW ladies and books.  “Ye Olde Tea Shoppe” sold a variety of items, 

including plants, tea cup candles, and fairy gardens that had been made and/or 
donated by the ladies of the UMW.   

A photographer was there to capture the special moments.  The Cates Family also 
provided lovely background music.  A wonderful time was held by all. 

 

 

 

 

Jordan UMW Dives Into Mission 

The ladies of Jordan UMW have dived into their role of God’s servants.  They are 

striving to perform mission in the Zion City community and abroad.  They are 
excited about serving others.  The began in the fall of 2015, by preparing 
Hurricane Preparedness Kits.  These were given out to senior citizens in the 

church and community.  The kits included flashlights, batteries, emergency phone 
numbers, bags to keep medication and important papers, snacks, juice, and 
agency information to assist persons in contacting various agencies for assistance. 

In November of every year, they share their love for service by providing 
Thanksgiving baskets for 10 families in need.  The United Methodist Men of Jordan 
also assisted in the event this past year. 

— more on page 3 - 

 

Jordan UMW 
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Lake Junaluska Leadership Development Days Conference 

January 8-10, 2016, seven members of the Louisiana Conference of United Methodist 

Women attended the Leadership Development Days at the Lake Junaluska 
Conference and Retreat Center in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, 45 miles from 

Asheville, North Carolina.  Those in attendance were Cynthia Logan, Donnell Wilhite, 
Staphenae Carey, Tanjileah Russell, Ruby Proctor, Brenda Thomas-Nero and Linda 
Findley. The conference center, nestled in the Smoky Mountains is a beautiful site; 

so serene.  It is the assembly center for the Southeastern Jurisdiction and houses the 
World  Methodist Council.  The 200 acre lake is picturesque along with the rolling 
hills and valleys.   

This year’s conference focused on our continuing our outgoing work toward achieving 
racial justice.  The group was divided into several caucuses.  The caucuses built on 
the legacy of United Methodist Women taking action for racial justice, understanding 

how racism impacts groups differently.  We were divided by racial and ethnicity.  
Honest conversations about race and racism were very productive.  To prepare for 
the Caucusing for Racial Justice session, each person attending was asked to read in 

advance the article, “Our History and Our Dreams:  Building Black and Native 
Solidarity.”  The Friday that the group arrived, the conference began with worship at 
5:00 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Terrace dining room.  In the 

evening, “Pop-ins and Popcorn” sessions were held to provide opportunities to learn 
more about what UMW are doing of behalf of women, children and youth.   

 

 

 

 

Jordan UMW Dives Into Mission (Continued) 

The group decided to make the Christmas holidays so much brighter for the 

residents at Baker Nursing Home.  This past Christmas, they provided 
blankets and throws to those in need.  Warm words of love were delivered 
by the UMW to the residents who were so appreciative for the gifts and the 

visit. 

In December, the ladies also partnered with the United Methodist Men to 
assist with the annual Toys for Tots Christmas giveaway.  Toys were given 

to students at Sharon Hills Elementary School and children in the Zion City 
area.  The toys brought so many smiles to the children and their families. 

December was a busy month for Jordan UMW.  The ladies shared a moment 

of love and holiday fun at Don’s Seafood.  Over 25 of them attended the 
dinner.  They were filled with holiday excitement.  Valerie Triggs, 
President of the group, blessed each member with a token of love 

(beautiful ppersonalized dish towels).  Games were played and Mrs. Bobbie 
Kelly awarded prizes. 

Jordan UMW 

      Lake Junaluska Conference & 
Retreat Center 



 4 

 

 

 

Lake Junaluska Leadership Development Days Conference 
(continued) 

From the sessions, we learned so much more about United Methodist Women 
programs and mission initiatives, networked with the many UMW ladies from all 
over the United States, talked with the staff and national leaders.   

One of the highlights of the conference was getting to meet and hear 
inspirational words from Harriet Olson, CEO/General Deputy Secretary of the 
National United Methodist Women.  Also, we discussed United Methodist Women 

Economic Inequality Initiative.  The two guest panelists were Lupe Gonzalo, a 
farmworker and member of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers CIW) in Florida 

and Rosemary Uebel, the social action liaison for the Florida Conference United 
Methodist Women.  Lupe has become a fierce voice in the movement for 
women’s rights in the U.S., both in the tomato fields through CIW’s Fair Food 

Program educational outreach and in the public with consumers from coast to 
coast.  Rosemary has served in almost every office within her local UMW.  She is 
an active advocate for the Coalition of Immokalee Workers and he Alliance for 

Fair Food.  She has a passion for helping women, children and youth realize their 
dreams and full potential, regardless of their situation or status. 

 

 

Louisiana Delegation at Lake Junaluska  
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Jordan UMW Hosts Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

On Saturday, March 26, 2016, the Jordan UMW group held its’ annual Easter 

Egg Hunt.  Forty children between the ages of 2-12 had a great time.  
Various hunts were held according to the ages of the children.  Prizes were 
awarded and the children were able to take Easter photos, decorate their 

photo frames and were given instant photos.  Eight Easter baskets were 
donated by a women’s group to give as prizes to the children.  The ladies of 
the UMW also donated items for the hunt and assisted Mrs. Vaneshia 

Leachman in making the hunt an unforgettable event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

Baton Rouge District UMW Projected Officer Slate for 2017 

President— vacant (Nominations is seeking an experienced applicant) 

Vice-President—Ann Wilson 

Secretary—Glenda Chappell 

Treasurer—Sandie Webb 

Spiritual Growth—Lucindia Mulberry 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach—Vallan Corbett 

Education & Interpretation—Grace Oulton 

Social Action—Rhoda Reddix 

Secretary of Program Resources—Lorita Williams Frank 

Communications—Brenda Thomas-Nero 

Committee on Nominations—Ruby Sanchez, Kay Graves, Anita Hansberry, Sally Lofland  
and Julia Carnes 
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Vallan Corbett Chosen As The Baton Rouge District UMW 
Woman In Mission Of The Year 2016 

Our own District President was chosen unanimously as the Baton Rouge District UMW 
Woman In Mission of the Year.  Hurrah Vallan!!!  Vallan is such a passionate person.  

She’s passionate about education and empowering persons in the church so that they 
are able to make an impact in their local church and global church ministries.  She 
does this by not only volunteering for time consuming leadership roles, but by making 

contributions of the gifs that God has entrusted her with.  When she chairs a 
committee, she is the first person to offer financial support, thereby challenging the 
other members of the committee to focus on fundraising for the mission before 

them.  When God asks who will lead my people, Vallan’s hand goes up.  Vallan was 
nominated by Tracie Wharton, the President of Baton Rouge, First UMW.  Tracie, 
what an awesome choice!  Vallan, thank you for your fantastic leadership!! 

 

 

P.R.A.Y. Began At St. Landry UMW 

A new program was began recently at St. Landry United Methodist Church.  Called 

Programs of Religious Activities (P.R.A.Y.), youth 12-18 years of age and young adults 
18-30 who are currently and/or potentially associated with the church and its’ 
activities are encouraged to participate and enjoy this program. 

Meetings are held every third Saturday monthly.  At this time, the ministry is involved 
in a number of areas.  Their efforts at present are focusing on:   

 Care baskets 

 College students 

 God In A Bag— a bag of groceries for a family of two or more for weekend meals 

 Visiting Gonzales Middle School each month 

 Each youth/young adult gives of their time, talents and gifts 

 One item and $1.00 is brought to every meeting 

 Care packages are prepared for the families at the monthly meeting by the youth/

young adults 

 UMW and Christian Education Chairpersons provide opportunities for study—

locally, district and conference 

 The UMW also seeks resources to assist the youth/young adults in furthering their 

education by helping them to apply for scholarships, grants, etc. 

 

 

 

-- MORE SCENES FROM ST. LANDRY’S MINISTRY 
ON PAGE 7 — 
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Scenes of St. Landry UMW’s Ministry Continued From Page 7 

 

 

 

Lucendia Mulberry & Alaysia Darby 
Kemichael  Wells &  

Tyler Mulberry 

Shirley Lewis, Tyler Mulberry, Chrystin Mulberry,  Asia Lang & 
Lydia Riley 

 

UMW READING LIST AND MISSION STUDY INFORMATION 

  Should your unit need a list of books you may read to qualify for recognition in the UMW 
Reading Program, please contact Lorita Williams Frank, our District Education, Interpretation 
Coordinator & Secretary of Program Resources.  Starting  this year, you will get credit for reading 
children and youth books if you are an adult.  If you would like the Reading Program report forms, 
mission study forms, a Mission Study Today brochure or a reading program brochure.  The forms 
should be completed when you have conducted a Mission Study as well as the Criteria for a Mission 
Today Unit reporting form.    

All of this information should be mailed to Lorita no later than July 16, 2016.  Lorita’s mailing 
address is 7078 Coronet Drive, Baton Rouge, LA  70812.  Note:  The address in the conference 
directory is not correct. If you have any  questions, please do not hesitate to call her at 225/359-
6799. 

Alaysia Darby, Louise Davis & 
Shirley Lewis 
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South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 2016 

“The wind blows wherever it wants.  Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or 
where it is, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”  John 3:8 

A Fresh Wind Blowing was the theme for the Quadrennial Meeting held in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the 
weekend of April 15-17, 2016.  With Edna Hickman, President of the jurisdiction and Louisiana United 
Methodist woman at the helm, it was one of the most organized and enjoyable conferences that we have ever 
attended. The purpose of the meeting was to elect Directors of the National United Methodist Women who 
would represent us at the national level.  Our conference will elect persons who choose to run for this office 
at our annual meeting in October.  Louisiana had several participants on program:  our own Bishop Cynthia 
Harvey who conducted communion on Sunday morning, Erica Washington (Conference UMW Communications) 
did the Litany at the opening service, Rev. Constance Saizon (Pastor/Christian Comedian) Banquet Speaker, St. 
Mark UMC, Baton Rouge Expressive Worship Choir who performed on Sunday morning.  Others who participated 
were:  Yvette Richards, National UMW President, gave the opening address and a workshop,  Harriett Olson, 
CEO/General Deputy Secretary, gave the closing address on Sunday morning, and Rev. Janet Wolf was the 
Bible Study Leader on Saturday morning. 

 

To have news about your 
unit published in this newsletter, please contact Brenda 
Thomas-Nero at 17742 Wisdom Avenue, Baker, LA  70714. 

Phone:   225/654-3739 

Fax:       225/654-6698                                      

Email:    BreNe3@aol.com 

 

Faith 

Hope 

Love In Action 

 

The Louisiana Delegation Brenda Thomas-Nero &  Gloria Lowe 

 

Anita Hansberry,  Lorita Williams 
Frank & Anita’s Mother 

Yvette Richards & Julia Carnes 
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Scenes From The South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrie Roy, Brenda Thomas-
Nero, Staphenae Carey & Julia 

Carnes 

Memorials National Memorial  & Museum 

Gloria Lowe, Oklahoma Choctaw 
Tribe 

Rev. Derrick Hills, Sharon Hills, 
Edna Hickman, Bishop Cynthia 

Harvey & Marjorie Franklin 

Anna Jimison & Oklahoma UMW 

Oklahoma Skydance Bridge 

                          Staphenae Carey (on the right) serving  Communion 

 

An Oklahoma Night 
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Hola UMW Sisters, 

     I pray that this newsletter finds all of you well and filled with eagerness to step 
up to the plate for Christ. 

     In the last few months, I have had the opportunity to attend Leadership 
Development Days in Lake Junaluska and the South Central Jurisdiction UMW 
Quadrennial  Meeting in Oklahoma City.  Both were events that I had no idea that I 
would ever attend.  They were so spirit-filled, well planned, well attended and 
opened me up to a world of new friends.  I never felt alone at breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, a workshop/meeting, or worship because everyone displayed the traits of 
what a UMW sister should be. 

     The SCJ  meeting was amazing and I was proud to say I was from Louisiana.  The 
Louisiana delegation’s presence was definitely visible — from Edna Hickman as the 
President of the organization, our very own Bishop Cynthia Harvey, Rev. & Mrs. 
Derrick Hills (Pastor and First Lady of St. Mark UMC, Baton Rouge), the St. Mark UMC 
Expressive Worship Choir, Rev. Constance Saizon (Pastor of Hughes UMC & St. Landry 
UMC/Christian Comedian) and members of the Louisiana delegation.  Edna’s leadership in the SCJ was 
phenomenal!  Great job — God’s faithful and willing servant!! 

     I would like to thank Vallan and the District for making my trip to the SCJ possible.  Vallan told us in our 
January Leadership meeting that if anyone wanted to attend SCJ, she would MAKE IT HAPPEN and true to 
her word, she did!  UMW sisters, every day that I’m with this group, you MAKE IT HAPPEN for me.  I love 
working with the UMW and being in service to God.  May you continue to be abundantly blessed! 

Peace and Love,  Brenda 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for women with approximately 

800,000 members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders and advocating for 

justice.   

Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs and projects related to women, children and 

youth in the United States and in more than 100 countries around the world.. 

A Million Thanks From Communication . . . 


